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Doepp & Jones 

Raleigh, North Carolina 

1871-1872 

 

In December 1871 partners August Doepp and George F. Jones purchased the Menninger 
Drug Store located at 33 Fayetteville Street.  Dr. H. J. Menninger had been in business there 
for several years after moving from Wilmington where he was a wholesale druggist on Pollock 
and Middle Streets around 1865.  
 
 
 
  
 
As shown in this July 1871 insert, Dr. 
Doepp was in charge while his employer 
was in Germany.  Also shown is the variety 
of soda flavors offered in the Drug Store. 
There is no evidence that Dr. Menninger  
returned to this country.   
 
 
 
 
 
August Doepp was born in Germany and 
immigrated to this country in 1860.  Dr. 
Doepp was a graduate Pharmacist of a German school.  George Jones was from Petersburg, 
Virginia where he served as a head Pharmacist.  Both men were experienced in the Pharmacy 
business and did well with the acquisition.  Dr. Doepp traveled to New Your shortly after the 
purchase to acquire what was described as a splendid assortment of Fresh Drugs, Fancy 
Perfumeries, the real imported French Article and the Finest Havana Cigars.  The 
establishment was known throughout Raleigh as the finest our town had to offer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This was the first of several advertisements that 
shows Doepp and Jones as Successors to Dr. H. 
J. Menninger. 
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By April of 1872 the pair started an extensive Bottling and Syphon filling business as described 
in the following announcements. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June 1872 the Enterprise announced a capability of  
100,000 bottles per day.  This seems impossible as the 
equipment was limited.  A list of bottling machines will be 
shown later in the article.  Note the reference to the patent 
Gravitating Stopper Bottles.   
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By the end of June 1872 many of their goals were met with the addition of agents and dealers 
throughout the state.  One such dealer is shown in the following ad.   Many acclaimed this 
product to be of good quality and well known due to the private bottles. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  The Gravitating Stopper Bottle was made by John Matthews and patented on October 
11, 1864 in New York.   
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After a very successful start, the partners decided to end their short term relationship and filed 
for Dissolution.  The notice is show below.  Even though the partnership was dissolved August 
Doepp continued to ship large quantities of products to other areas as well as serving the 
Raleigh market. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Doepp continued business until 
October 1872 when the operation was sold 
to William Simpson.   
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On November 11, 1872 the remaining bottling equipment was sold at auction. Although Mr. 
Simpson continued to sell Soda and Mineral Water, he had no interest in large scale bottling.  
Below is the public notice of sale. Note the large quantity of bottles for sale.  The bottle cases 
were most likely 24 or 48 bottle size.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
After leaving the Pharmacy and bottling trade, August Doepp became a successful dealer of 
pianos and organs as he was an accomplished musician.  He opened a small piano 
manufacturing business in Raleigh with help from craftsmen recruited from Germany.  He 
remained in Raleigh for a number of years. 
 
Mr. Jones was not as fortunate as was met with a different fate.  After the partnership ended 
he took employment in Atlanta as head Pharmacist for the firm Heard, Craig & Co. 
While in their employ he had an opportunity to make a special drink for two of the owners and 
accidentally included a poisonous material.  Within hours Judge Pullum and Dr. Craig died 
from a fatal dose of Aconite.   
 
 
David Tingen 
March 25, 2014 
 
 
 
 

 


